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CENTER FOR COURT INNOVATION

National Portrait of Alternative Approaches to Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault

The Center for Court Innovation, in collaboration with researchers at North Carolina State University, are
examining alternative approaches to domestic violence/family violence (DV) and/or sexual assault (SA4).
Through this project, we hope to gain a better understanding of how restorative and other alternative
approaches are used nationally. Ultimately, the project will yield three products: (1) a national compendium of
restorative justice programs, (2) a research report describing program practices nationally (reported
anonymously and in the aggregate),; and (3) a set of performance measures developed with the unique
characteristics of such programs in mind. All three products will be submitted to our funders at the Office of
Violence Against Women (OVW) and will be made publicly available.

The attached survey represents the first step in this project. We ask that you work with others in your agency
or organization to complete this survey, reflecting programming and practices related to alternative
approaches applied to domestic violence and/or sexual assault. If your agency serves additional, non-domestic
violence/non-sexual assault populations, please limit your responses to only those approaches that are used in
response to domestic violence/ sexual assault. If a single program serves persons with both intimate and non-
intimate relationships, please include that program in your responses. If your agency has more than one
program for domestic violence/sexual assault populations, please complete a separate survey for each
program.

We anticipate it will take approximately 30 to 60 minutes to complete the survey. You can begin the survey and
return to it at a later time. Please complete the survey by March 16, 2018. Thank you.

Please answer the questions in this survey candidly and to the best of your knowledge. If there are some
questions that are not relevant to your program or to which you do not know the answer; please skip those

questions.

The contact information designated below (*) may be included in a national compendium of programs. Other
contact information will be available only to the research project team and will be used for additional

outreach/followup.

Agency/Organization*:

Agency Address*:
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Agency Telephone*:
Agency Email (if applicable)*:

Program Name (if different than agency
name)*:

Contact Person Name:
Contact Person Position:

Contact Person E-mail:

Program Origin

Your responses to the questions below will be seen only by the team conducting the research. The final
research report will include aggregate responses across all the responding programs, but will not

identify specific programs by name.

What prompted your interest in developing an alternative approach to addressing domestic violence/sexual

assault? Check all that apply.

[ Not enough existing programs to address domestic violence and/or sexual assault

[ Lack of effectiveness of standard approaches to domestic violence and/or sexual assault
[ Familiarity with restorative/transformative/indigenous approaches

(O Feedback from clients

[ Feedback from other professionals

[0 Mandated from top-down

[ Mandated by legislation

(O Offering culturally appropriate responses

(O Serving diverse populations

D Other

How were you first introduced to alternative approaches to addressing these issues? Check all that apply.

[J Word of mouth

[0 Conference/presentation
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(O Mandated from top-down
(O Mandated by legislation

D Other

What month and year did your program first open/begin? (dd/mm/yyyy)

Has your program remained continuously active/open since its start date?

O Yes
O No

If you answered no to the previous question, please explain.

Is your program currently funded?

[ Yes, the program has a dedicated permanent funding source
(O Yes, the program has grant funding

(3 Yes, the program is funded as a pilot/on a trial basis

(O Yes, the program has multiple funding sources

[ No, the program is unfunded

D Other

To your knowledge, is your program based upon a preexisting restorative justice curriculum or program

model?

O Yes
O No
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If yes, please name the original program(s) and briefly describe adaptations made to implement the program

for your setting/population:

Program Structure

How does your program refer to its approach? Check all that apply.

Restorative
Indigenous
Transformative
Community-based
Family-based
Faith-based

ooO000000

Alternative sentencing

O
e
=2
&1

Is the program a collaborative effort between your agency/organization and another organization(s)?

O No, the program is not a collaborative effort

QO Yes, the program is a collaborative effort

How many people work in your program? Please indicate how many of each of the following work for your

program:

Full-Time Staff:
Part-Time Staft:
Volunteers:

Interns:

Other:
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Program Population

The following questions use language such as ""the person who caused harm' and "the harmed person."
Understanding that harm is often ongoing, these terms should be understood to refer to the specific harm that

resulted in the intervention referral.

Which of the following does your program address? Check all that apply.

[ Domestic violence

[ Sexual assualt

If your program addresses sexual assault, which types of sexual assault are eligible for your program? Check

all that apply.

[(J N/A, my program does not address sexual assault

(3 Sexual assault by family

(O Sexual assault by intimate partner

[J Sexual assault by friends, colleagues, or others who are well-known
[ Sexual assault by acquaintances

(O Sexual assault by strangers

Which of the following are eligible to be participants in your program? Check all that apply.

(O Adult intimate partners

[ Teen/adolescent dating partners

(O Family members (e.g., parents/children, siblings, grandparents/grandchildren)
[(J Non-family relationships (e.g., neighbors, friends, roommates)

[ Same-sex relationships

(O Men

(J Women

[0 Transgender participants

D Children, ages 12 and under

(O Children, ages 13-18
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(0 Adults

D Other:

D Other:

Are persons with any of the following characteristics considered ineligible for your program? Check all that
apply.

[J N/A, All of these are program eligible

(O Those with open felony domestic violence case

[ Those with open misdemeanor domestic violence case

[J Those with open felony sexual assault case

(] Those with open misdemeanor sexual assault case

(O Those with open family court case

Are persons with any of the following characteristics ineligible for your program? Check all that apply.

[J N/A, All of these are program eligible
[ Those with prior domestic violence allegations are ineligible
(O Those with prior domestic violence arrests are ineligible

(O Those with prior domestic violence convictions are ineligible

Are persons with any of the following characteristics ineligible for your program? Check all that apply.

() N/A, All of these are program eligible
[ Those with prior sexual assault allegations are ineligible
[ Those with prior sexual assault arrests are ineligible

[ Those with prior sexual assault convictions are ineligible

Are persons with any of the following characteristics ineligible for your program? Check all that apply.

(O N/A, All of these are program eligible

(O Those with prior child sex abuse allegations are ineligible
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[J Those with prior child sex abuse arrests are ineligible

[0 Those with prior child sex abuse convictions are ineligible

Would a specific score on a lethality assessment render someone ineligible for your program?

(O N/A, we do not have access to lethality assessment scores
O No
O Yes

If yes, what scores would render someone ineligible?

Please describe any additional characteristics that would make a person ineligible for your program that are

not covered by the previous questions:

DN

If participants are referred to your program from the criminal or tribal court, what are common charges faced
by participants? Check all that apply.

[J N/A, cases are not referred from the criminal or tribal court

[ Unknown (i.e., the program does not track/know the pending criminal charges)
[ Assault

(O Sexual assault

(0 Harassment

(3 stalking

(J Menacing

(3 Violation of protective order

D Other:



If participants are referred to your program from the family court, what are common family court case types
referred? Check all that apply.

[J N/A, cases are not referred from the family court

[ Unknown (i.e., the program does not track/know the pending family case type)

(O Civil violation of a protective order

(O Civil request for a protective order
(O visitation

(O Custody
[ Divorce
(O Juvenile matters

(3 Child protection (abuse/neglect)
D Other:

Are some persons automatically considered eligible for your program?

O Yes
O No

Which persons are automatically eligible?

Is consent from the harmed person required for participation in your program?

O No
Yes, always
@) y

O Yes, sometimes. Explain:

Please indicate whether you have specific programming for any of the following populations. Check all that

apply.
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(O Men

(J Women
(O LGBTQ participants
(O Children

(O Teens
(O Young adults (18-24 years)

(0 Immigrant/Refugee populations

D Other:

In what languages is your program offered? Check all that apply.

(O English
(O Spanish

D Other:
D Other:

Do you have staff who are fluent in the language(s) that spoken by program participants?

O No
O Yes, all of the languages spoken by participants

QO Yes, some of the languages spoken by participants

Do you have language translators available?

O No
O Yes

Are program agreements made available in all participants’ primary languages?

O No

QO Yes, materials are translated into all primary languages
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QO Yes, materials are translated into some primary languages

Program Referral and Intake

How often do each of the following sources make referrals to your program?

Criminal court
Family court

Tribal court
Probation/correction
Child welfare services
Adult welfare service
Police
Schools/universities

Private
therapists/counselors

Victim advocacy
organizations

Faith leaders

Community
organizations

Family/community
members

Self-referral/walk-in

Other:

Never

OO O OO0 O0O0O0O0O0O0OO0O0

Rarely

OO O OO0 O0OO0OO0O0O0OO0O0OO0

Sometimes

OO O OO0 O000OO0O0O0OO0O0

Often

OO O OO0 O0O0O0OOO0OO0O

Very Often

OO O OO0 O0O0O0OOO0OO0O

Which parties have the discretion to find a case ineligible for your program? Check all that apply.

[ Tudge
(O Prosecutor

(O Defense attorney

(O Children's attorney/law guardian

(3 Probation

(J Police
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(O Program staff
[ Victim advocate
[ School administrator

(3 Parent or guardian

D Other:

Which of the individuals directly involved in the violence can decline to participate? Check all that apply.

[0 N/A, participation is mandatory

[J The person who caused harm can decline to participate
(O The person harmed can decline to participate

(O Other family members can decline to participate

[ Others involved in the violence can decline to participate

D Other:

Approximately what percentage of:

Percentage
Those who caused harm decline to participate?

Those harmed decline to participate?

If the person harmed declines to participate, can your program still proceed in working with the person who

caused harm?

O No
O Yes

If the person who caused harm declines to participate, can your program still proceed in working with the

person harmed?

O No
O Yes
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At what point in the legal process are cases referred to your program? Check all that apply.

[J N/A, program does not take court referrals

(O Atarrest (police diversion/referral)

(3 Prior to case filing by the prosecutor (prosecutor-led diversion)
[ Prior to case resolution/pre-plea

[J As part of a plea entered in court

D Other

How does your program screen referrals? Check all that apply.

(O Interview with the harmed person

(O Interview with person who caused harm
[ Interview with the referral source

[ Structured screening survey/tool

[ Professional judgement of referral source

D Other:

Does your program use an assessment instrument?

O Yes
O No

If yes, what is the name of the assessment tool(s)? If your program created the assessment tool in-house,

please indicate “in-house instrument” in addition to the name of the tool.

If yes, who receives the assessment? Check all that apply.

[ All referred persons
(O All those who caused harm referred
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(O All harmed persons referred

[J Some referred persons

D Other:

If yes, what does the assessment screen for? Check all that apply.

(3 Program eligibility

(O Lethality

[ Risk of future (non-lethal) violence

[ Risk of flight (for person who caused harm)
(O Needs of person who caused harm

(O Needs of person harmed

l:l Other:

If yes, what aspects of your program are informed by the assessment results? Check all that apply.

(O Program eligibility
(O Program length

(3 Program intensity
(3 Supervision intensity
(O Program structure
[ Service referrals

(3 Program participants

I:I Other:

Does your program track the number of referrals made?

O No
O Yes
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How many people are referred to your program during each of the periods below? How many people actually

participated (i.e., attended at least one program session) in your program during each of the periods below? If

data is not available, please indicate “DK”(don t know).

Number Referred

Since program inception
In 2016
In 2017

Does your program regularly update referral agencies on participant progress?

O Yes, always
O Yes, Sometimes

O No

Number Participated

How does your program update referral agencies on participant progress? Check all that apply.

(O In-person
(O Telephone
[ Fax

[ Email

D Other:

The Intervention

What format is your program? Check all that apply.

(O Peacemaking circle

[J Support circle for person(s) harmed
[J Men’s support circle

[0 Restitution for person harmed

[ Family group conferencing

(O Mediation
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(O Victim impact panel
(0 Therapeutic community

(J Education

(O Batterer intervention program

D Other:

Please rate the goals of your program:

Outcomes for Harmed Person

Restitution for harmed
person

Healing for harmed
person

Empowerment/giving
"voice" to harmed person

Treatment for harmed
person

Economic services for
harmed person

Improved communication
with person causing harm

Safety for harmed person

Harmed person's
satisfaction with the
process

Harmed person's
confidence in the justice
system

Alternative to the

criminal justice system

Improved support
network for harmed
person

Not Important

O

O OO0 O O O O

O

Please rate the goals of your program:

Outcomes for Person Causing

111.(@4"C"

Harm

Somewhat
Important

O

O OO O O O O

@)

O

Very Important

O

O OO0 O O O O

@)

@)

Extremely
Important

O

O OO0 O O O O

O
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Accountability for person
causing harm

Healing for person
causing harm

Rehabilitation/treatment
for person causing harm

Economic services for
person causing harm

Community reintegration
for the person causing
harm

Improved
Communication with
Harmed Person

Empowerment/giving
“voice” to person causing
harm

Reduced recidivism

Person causing harm’s
satistaction with the
process

Person causing harm’s
confidence in the justice
system

Alternative to the
criminal justice system

Not Important

O

O
O
O
O

O

O O

Please rate the goals of your program:

Social/Community Benefits

Community healing
Reduction of violence
Increased public safety

Changing norms around
domestic violence/sexual
assault

Repaired relationships

111.(@4"C"

Not Important

O O 00O

Somewhat
Important

Somewhat
Important

O

O O O O

@)

o O

O O 00O

Very Important

@)

© O O O

©)

© O

Very Important

O O 00O

Extremely
Important

O

O
O
O
O

O

O O

Extremely
Important

O O 00O
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Somewhat

Not Important Important Very Important
Affirmation of cultural
traditions O o O
Community satisfaction O O '®)

with the process

Alternative to the O O O

criminal justice system

Please describe additional program goals/benefits not captured in the above categories:

Are participants encouraged by your program to include/invite support people?

O No

O Yes, sometimes
O Yes, often
O Yes, always

Extremely
Important

O
O

Who else—other than the people involved in the domestic violence/sexual violence and their support people—

regularly participates in your program sessions? Check all that apply.

[ Program staff

[ Staff from other programs

(O Peacemakers

(O Neutral facilitators/circle keepers
(O other community members

[0 Other family members

[ Elders

(O Friends/neighbors

(3 Employers

D Other:
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Program Compliance and Completion

Understanding that restorative approaches may be highly individualized, how many program sessions do

participants participate in, on average?

Va

Understanding that approaches may be highly individualized, how long does it take participants in your
program to complete the number of sessions indicated in your previous response? Please include a number,

along with the unit of measurement for your response (i.e., days, weeks, or months).

O Days
D Weeks

O Months

Does your program track completion information?

O No
QO Yes, for some particpants

QO Yes, for all/virtually all participants

Of all those referred to your program since its inception, how many cases fit into each of the categories below?

(If your program does not track caseloads, please indicate "No Data.")

Number
Remain open:
Were successfully closed:
Were unsuccessfully terminated:

Were closed for another reason (e.g., death,
moved):

Which of the following might result in termination from your program? Check all that apply.
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N/A, there is no termination in my program

Harmed person no longer willing to participate

Person who caused harm no longer willing to participate
Program loses contact with one or all involved persons
New violence occurs

Participant(s) are arrested and/or incarcerated

Little or no progress is made toward healing

Repeated absences by participants

Participants are present but unengaged

Please elaborate on your response above or describe other possible causes of termination from your program.

Does your program ever issue interim sanctions (i.e., something prior to program termination) for participants

who break program rules?

@)
@)

Yes
No

What types of noncompliance might lead the program to issue an interim sanction? Check all that apply.

oo0O0o0o00ooao

/A, my program does not use interim sanctions
Absent for one program session
Absent for more than one program session
Bad attitude during program session(s)
Failure to follow up with program recommendations
Failure to complete healing steps or other interim goals
New criminal charges

Violation of protective order

Other:
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What types of interim sanctions does your program utilize? Check all that apply.

(O N/A, my program does not use interim sanctions

[0 Verbal admonishment from program staff

[ Verbal admonishment from other program participants

(O Adjustment to program plan (e.g., additional sessions required, weekly phone check-ins)
(3 Written apology to other program participant(s)

[J Oral apology to other program participant(s)

[0 Community service

D Other:

Which of the following are possible legal/structural incentives for persons who caused harm to participate in

the program? Check all that apply.

(O NJ/A, there are no legal/structural incentives

(O Legal case favorably resolved (e.g., charges reduced or dismissed, sentence reduced)

[ Protective order amended (e.g., changed to non-harassing order, order vacated)

[ visitation/custody order amended (e.g., non-supervised visitation permitted, shared custody)
[ Safe/permanent living arrangements established for child

(3 School disciplinary action/suspension favorably resolved

D Other:

Does your program make referrals to social service agencies?

O Yes
O No

Who might be given referrals to services? Check all that apply.

(O Harmed persons

(3 Persons causing harm
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(J Children
ther family members
(O Other family b

[ Other community members

D Other:

What types of service referrals does your program make? Check all that apply.

(O Educational

(0 Employment

(O Vocational training

(O Medical (including Medicaid, Medicare)

(O Housing (including Section 8)

(O Legal

[J SNAP, WIC, and/or other federal benefits programs
[ Counseling

(O Victim advocacy organizations

(O Mental health treatment

D Substance use treatment

D Other:

Do you ask participants to complete an exit interview or survey upon program completion/termination?

O Yes
O No

Please describe any additional methods you have used for capturing participant satisfaction with your

domestic violence program:
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Collaboration

Do you collaborate with other agencies to administer your program?

O Yes
O No

What other types of agencies/organizations collaborate with you on your program? Check all that apply.

(O Criminal court

Tribal court

Family court

Probation/corrections

Schools

Private therapists

Community-based domestic violence program/coalition
Community-based sexual assault program/coalition
Faith based organizations

Substance use services

Mental health providers

Other community-based organizations

000000000000

Other:

Do you have routine meetings with collaborating agencies to go over specific participants?

QO Yes, routine in-person meetings

QO Yes, routine phone/virtual meetings

O No

How frequently do you have regular meetings with collaborating agencies to go over specific participants?

O Daily
O Weekly
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QO Biweekly
O Monthly

O Quarterly
QO Biannually

O Annually

O Other:

Do you meet routinely with collaborating agencies to develop curriculum, review policies, and/or deal with

ongoing administrative tasks related to your program?

(3 Yes, routine in-person meetings

(O Yes, routine phone/virtual meetings

(O No

How frequently do you have meetings with collaborating agencies to develop curriculum, review policies,

and/or deal with ongoing administrative tasks related to your program?

QO Daily
O Weekly
O Biweekly
O Monthly

QO Quarterly
QO Biannually

O Annually

O Other:

Tracking

How does your program track information on active participants? Check all that apply

[J Program does not track any participant information

[ Computerized management information system
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[ Spreadsheet (e.g., Excel)
[ Microsoft Access
[ Paper files

D Other:

Has your program been evaluated in the past 5 years? Check all that apply. For purposes of this question, a

process evaluation describes the program and/or documents program implementation; an impact evaluation

measures program effects on target outcomes.

(3 No, the program has not been evaluated
[ Yes, a process evaluation was conducted

[ Yes, an impact evaluation was conducted

Was the evaluation conducted by an outside evaluator or by program staft?

O Outside evaluator
O Program staff

Would you be willing to consider allowing the research team to conduct a site visit to your program to learn

more about your practices and/or pilot performance measures?

QO Uncertain

O Yes
O No

Working Definitions

Understanding that there is not a universally agreed upon definition for many of the concepts covered in this

survey, please provide a brief description or definition of the following terms related to your program’s work.

Definition
Harm

Healing
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Definition

Empowerment

What does a successful resolution look like for participants in your program?

What does an unsuccessful resolution look like for participants in your program?

Final Comments

Briefly, what are your program’s greatest strengths?

Briefly, what are the greatest challenges facing your program?
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Please use this space to describe anything important about your program that you feel was not captured in the

above questions.

Va

Are there other programs or organizations you would recommend we reach out to as part of this project?

Thank you for your time!

Please proceed to the next question to print out a copy of the survey for your records.
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Are you part of a restorative, transformative,
cultural, and/or community-based program
that addresses intimate partner violence?

Do you know of such a program in your community?

If so, we would love to hear from you and learn more about those practices.

The Center for Court Innovation, together with North Carolina State University and national
leaders on domestic and sexual violence and restorative justice, are seeking to identify
broad-based restorative interventions for domestic and sexual violence in the United
States. Restorative practices, and other transformative practices, offer individuals and
communities an opportunity to respond to domestic and sexual violence beyond
punishment. Currently, there is no national review of these interventions, which can resultin
uncertain development and inconsistent operations.

Often difficult to define, the Center and its partners hope to survey programs across the
country that are survivor-centered and may be focused on individual, family, or community
healing when responding to domestic and/or sexual violence. This project aims to create a
detailed national portrait of these alternative practices. The portrait will inform the
development of performance measures that reflect these programs’ unique ability to create
positive impacts among survivers, family members, and their communities. The project team
would use results to identify best practices and testable hypotheses for future research.

If you know of a restorative, transformative, cultural, and/or community-based
program that addresses domestic or sexual violence, please let us know.

Name of Program:

Contact Person:

Email Address:

Phone Number:

For more information, please contact:
Isabella Banks at banksi@courtinnovation.org

This document was supported by Grant No. 2016-51-AX-0001 awarded by the Office of Viclence Against Women,
U.S. Department of Justice. The opinions, findings, conclusions, and recommendations expressed in this
document are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the views of either the Department of Justice or
the Office on Violence Against Women,
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Dear

We appreciate your openness to our visiting your program. We are conducting research under the
auspices of The Center for Court Innovation. The Center is a New York City-based non-profit. Its mission
is to help create a more effective and humane justice system. The Center, in partnership with Dr. Joan
Pennell and Dr. Sarah Desmarais (North Carolina State University) and consultant Dr. Gale Burford
(University of Vermont) are producing a National Portrait of Restorative Approaches to Intimate Partner
Violence.

We began this project in 2016 out of a recognition that people across the country are using restorative
approaches to address intimate partner violence, sexual assault, and teen dating violence. but that there is
a dearth of knowledge of who is doing what. We also realize that programs may idenfify their approach in
different ways such as transformative. tribal peacemaking, community-based, or family-based. The
purpose of our project is to identify who is working this way and to share information and wisdom with
one another and with those who want to begin this work.

We will prepare a summary of what we leam during the visit and give you the opporfunity to review and
revise our summary. We will publish a national compendium that will be publicly available, along with a
report on policy implications and next steps for ensuring safe and effective restorative approaches to
intimate partner violence. With your permission. we will include the name of your program in the report.
We will NOT identify the names of the people with whom we spoke on the visit.

We are impressed and encouraged by the work of and wish to highlight your process and
accomplishments in our final report. To that end. we would like to send two members of our team fo

fora day visit. We wish your guidance on how best to plan out the visit. Please share
any information that will ensure we make a successful and respectful visit.

Should you have any questions or concerns. please contact us.

Sincerely,
Hillary Packer Gale Burford
hpacker@nvcourts.gov gale burford@uvm edu
(646) 329-4353 (802) 859-0497
ipersting Programs  Brons Communty Solutions, Brooklyn Justice Inltlsthes, Brockiyn Mantal Health Cowrt, Brookyn T owt y Justice Center, Child Witnees Support Program,
O Altematives, Crown Mlml ( Conter, [l COourts, Haem Communty Astoe Center, Halem keanty Court, el Hand, Midtoan Community

Oourt, Newmeh Comswnity Solutions, Parevt Suppert Program, Peacemsking Pragiam, Project Reset, Poverty Astice Solutions, Gueens Youth Justice Center, Red Mook Cemmunity
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